[Medulloblastoma in childhood. Survival rates and functional results (author's transl)].
The authors report on a series of 57 medulloblastomas operated upon in children from 1964 ot 1976. Among these children, 44 completed the treatment with radiotherapy of the whole central nervous system. The post-operative mortality rate in 10,5%. Postoperative death occurred mainly in infants or when the tumor involved the brain stem. The five years survival rate is 46,6% in the whole series. It raises up to 50% in the series of the patients who completed the treatment with radiotherapy. The study shows that the life of survivals is frequently impaired by mental or behavioural disturbances. I.Q. varies from 70 to 90 in 66% of the children; it is below 70 in 20%. Behavioural disturbances are found in 91% of cases, wrong space orientation, speech or writing disabilities in 87%. In order to evaluate the responsibility of ray therapy in the development of these sequelae, the results have been compared to those of a series of cerebellar astrocytomas surgically removed, but not irradiated. The comparison shows that radiotherapy is at least partially responsible for the mental and behavioural disturbances.